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INSIDE

Ever wonder what the University
President does on a typical day?
Kevin Tighe has the scoop on
President, Fr. Michael Graham,
S.J. in this week’s Feature.
See FR.

Check out our website for more photos of
women’s basketball vs. rival Dayton.

www.thexunewswire.com
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Interfaith in Ethiopia

Small trim for
Alumni Center,
big new view

Xavier helps emigrants move to Israel

Ethiopia

Tel Aviv

Gondar

Israel

Newswire photo by Alexa Von Bargen

By Jenny Mendoza
Staff Writer
Photos courtesy of Rabbi Abie Ingber

By kRIS rEILLY
Staff Writer
Only 500 other people on
the planet have witnessed what
Rabbi Abie Ingber, founding director of the Office
of Interfaith Community
Engagement, and Arthur
Shriberg, Ed.D. professor of
management and entrepreneurship, saw in Ethiopia and
Israel. From Jan. 28 through
Feb. 3, the two Xavier faculty
members helped a group of
78 Ethiopian Jews, known

?

?

? ? ? ?
?
?
?
?

?

?

u

s

t

i

t

i

a

,

R

u

a

t

?
?

J

?
?

t

the life and culture committee and
possibly a couple of clubs.
The idea of a musical festival
came from SAC members noticing other schools facilitating the
idea. Currently, SAC has a few local
bands in mind to ask and has a band
booked that it discovered at a national convention.
This event has not yet been approved by administration and is still
in its tentative stages, but more solidified information will be available
in a few weeks.
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planning stages for a spring music festival in place of a single band
concert.
“We liked the idea of having the
student body out together for a spring
day in a community type event,” Matt
Morefield, concerts chair, said.
The current idea for the festival
would be to have either a half or full
day event outside on campus featuring multiple small, local bands, and
maybe a bigger name if the budget
permits.
The budget for this concert will
come from the concert committee,
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This year, SAC’s spring concert
may have a different flavor.
In the past, SAC has invited a single band to perform on campus for
the spring concert including B.o.B.
last year and Matt Nathanson, Jack’s
Mannequin and Ben Folds in previBy Molly Boes
ous years.
News Editor
Following the Mike Posner fall
concert, SAC is in the process of trying a new approach.
SAC is currently in the tentative
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News Editor
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these leaders were Jewish,
as the Falash Mura or Beta
so religious diversity was
Israeli people, emigrate
accepted.
from Ethiopia to Israel as
Yet in the mid-1700s,
part of an international relirulers
targeted the Beta
gious relocation effort.
Israeli
population and
Since the time of King
forcibly
converted
them to
Solomon and the Queen of
Christianity.
This
Christian
Sheba 3,000 years ago, there
majority continued until
has been a population of
the situation of the Falash
Jews in Ethiopia. Perhaps
Mura Jewish minority beas the descendents of one
came more publicized
of the “Ten Lost Tribes”
around the world in the
or of people who went
20th century. The Jewish
south instead of traveling
Ethiopians showed interest
in the exodus with Moses,
in emigrating to Israel, gothe Jewish community has
deep African roots. A series of kings ruled the area
for centuries, and some of See ETHIOPIA| Page 2

Festival options to be considered as well as concert venues

the Xavier Newswire
All rights reserved
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Addis Ababa
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The outside area of the Alumni
Center has been under recent
reconstruction in order to keep
Xavier students feeling safer when
traveling across Dana Avenue.
Mark Hanlon, associate director
for operations of the Physical
Plant, said the Alumni Center is
taking these initiatives to make the
outdoor atmosphere both more
welcoming and secure.
In addition to the installation
of a new blue assistance phone in
front of the building, new lighting
is being installed in the previously
poorly-lit lower parking lot, making it easier to navigate and providing more security to staff and
students.
Previously, when one looked
out the windows from the Village
Apartments, the Alumni Center
was not visible because it was hidden behind several Honeysuckle
trees. The trees have now been
removed, not only because they
were covering the Center, but also
because their roots were beginning to cause problems for surrounding buildings and nature.
Honeysuckle trees were also removed from the outdoor intramural fields, on Cleneay Avenue and
across from Flynn Hall. There are
no plans for indoor construction
any time soon.
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Ethiopia: Two Xavier employees offer aid and support
Continued from page 1
ing so far as to travel across the
dangerous mountainous desert
through Sudan, and the United
States supported their desire for a
religious exodus program.
In the past 25 years, Operations
Moses, Joshua and Solomon were
emigrant initiatives to move
the Ethiopian Jews into Israel.
However, there were concerns
about the amount of refugees
Israel could absorb.
Meeting the people who ran
these operations and acted as
interpreters in successfully relocating thousands of repatriates was a meaningful part of
Rabbi Ingber and Shriberg’s trip.
Currently there are 120,000 native Ethiopians—about 1.5 percent of the population—living in
Israel. Rabbi Ingber explained the
uniqueness of such an event was
that African people were requesting to be transferred to a Western
country.
The Israeli government has organized a plan to continue the emigration process for any remaining
Falash Mura people in Ethiopia.
Until March 2014, 100 people every month will be absorbed into
the Israeli nation. The number
of remaining Falash Mura Jews

in Ethiopia is unknown but could they had few possessions to take
number in the thousands.
to Israel.
On their trip, Rabbi Ingber and
After a two-day bus ride to the
Shriberg first flew to Ethiopia and capital city of Addis Ababa, Rabbi
met with the Falash Mura who Ingber and Shriberg accompadesired to become citizens of nied the group of repatriates on
Israel.
the flight from Ethiopia to Israel.
“They have
different traditions, but to me
they are Jewish,
and it is a profound connection,” Shriberg
said.
In the town
of
Gondar,
they visited the
Jewish
compound where
the
majority
of Ethiopia’s
Photo courtesy of Rabbi Abie Ingber
Jewish population lives and Rabbi Abie Ingber and Arthur Shriberg, Ed.D. traveled to
toured
one- Ethiopia to help 78 Ethiopian Jews emigrate to Israel.
room schoolhouses and small synagogues.
Both of the Xavier faculty memWhile visiting, Rabbi Ingber in- bers expressed the Ethiopians’
troduced local children at the Beth incredible reaction to the twentyIsrael Community School to the first century technology and their
game of “Simon Says,” which was hope for the future in Israel.
a great success in the classroom.
On the airplane, one of the elThe volunteers then prepared the der members said, “This is what
Ethiopian Jews who had emigra- the Prophet Isaiah said about the
tion status by distributing cloth- Promised Land: ‘They will soar on
ing and supplies to them because wings like eagles’” (Isaiah: 40).

-Paid Advertisement-

When the group arrived in Tel
Aviv, Israel, the emigrants had to
check in at absorption centers to
process citizenship paperwork.
A center has also been founded
to help Ethiopian Jews with their
transition to another country and
different way of life.
In Tel Aviv, the volunteers
welcomed the repatriates to their
new life of religious tolerance and
opportunity.
While there, Rabbi Ingber and
Shriberg also met with Israeli entrepreneurs and business leaders
to develop a summer course initiative with Xavier’s Williams College
of Business.
Rabbi Ingber and Shriberg
hope to create a study abroad session for Xavier undergraduate and
graduate students that would take
place in the high-tech business
center of Israel.
The program would include
two courses, one business-focused
and one theology-based, due to
the strong religious ties of the nation. A visit with the Beta Israeli
Ethiopian people would also be
included in the trip.
Rabbi Ingber and Shriberg are
hoping as well to have a Jewish
Ethiopian emigrant come to the
United States and share his or her
story with the Xavier community.

CORRECTIONS

The
Newswire
strives to keep the
integrity and honor
of all in the articles
we publish.
In an effort to
better the paper,
please tell us if you
find
corrections
that need to be
made.
We
appreciate
your help in making the Newswire a
better newspaper.
E-mail us at newswire@xavier.edu or
call us at 513-7453607.
Molly Boes, News Editor
Phone: 745-3607
Newswire-News@xavier.edu
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SMALL CHANGE

MAKES

A
BIG
DIFFERENCE

$

BRING
HOME
THE

BACON

You may think your gift doesn’t matter. But when combined
with coins from your classmates, your small gifts make a
BIG IMPACT for Xavier.

Make your gift to the Annual Fund and celebrate
together with a pig roast on Tuition Runs Out Day,
April 16, 3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. on the Xavier Yard.
Learn more about Bring Home the Bacon at www.xavier.edu/bacon
or contact Alana Nodell at nodella@xavier.edu or 513-745-1031.
Supported by Xavier’s Student Alumni Association.

Classifieds
For Rent: CINCIVEGAN@
JUNO.COM for info on wonderful apts across from campus. All
sizes! Studios up to 5 bedroom
apartment (and others in between).
Tell us what size you want, so that
we can e-mail you the links for the
appropriate apts. Summer and/or
the school year.
Large one-bedroom apartment for rent in Norwood. Front
porch and back deck. 3 miles from
Xavier. $450 plus utilities. Save
10% ($405 monthly) on monthly
rent if agreement signed before
February 1st. Call Steve 614-4250775.
Wanted:
Preschool/
Kindergarten Spanish Teacher.
Teacher needed to facilitate the
Spanish with Elena curriculum
in local preschools. Teaching

degree is not required. Teacher
will travel weekly to participating
preschools. The position is parttime (8 hours/week) and requires
an 18 week commitment January
through May.
Please contact
Elena@spanishwithelena.com for
more details.
HOUSING for the 2012
school year, large 3 and 4 bedroom ($375 pp/mo) free laundry,
free internet, A/C, D/W, off st.
prkg, deck, balcony, next to other
student housing, walk to campus.
Call Pat 513-702-8251.
For Sale: 1925 Hopkins Ave.
Norwood, OH. Just a few blocks
from campus. Features 6 rooms,
3 bedrooms, 1 ½ baths, equipped
kitchen, central air. Front porch,
glass enclosed rear porch, oversize
2 car garage.

$139,900
Contact Larry 513-871-4040
Larry@KopfRealEstate.com

3BR@$1200/month
1BR@$600/month
Call John at (513) 288-0427

As part of our expansion program, a small company is looking
for part-time work from home
account managers. The job pays
$700 a month, plus benefits and
takes only a little of your time.
Please contact us for more details.
Requirements - Should be a computer literate and have 2-3 hours
access to the internet, weekly. Also,
applicant must be over 19 years
of age; and must be efficient and
dedicated to the job. If you are interested and need more information, contact Jennifer Cornwell via
email at p.williamsm@hotmail.
com

HOUSE FOR RENT for the
2012-2013 school year. Adjacent
to campus- great location, 4028
Huston Ave. 6 bedrooms, 2 baths,
dishwasher, free laundry, parking.
$1590/month. Call Karen at 513321-2946.

Avail for 2012-13 school year.
3757 Spencer – best location!

and

Large house completely renovated for June 2012 occupancy.
5-7 residents. Four living rooms,
four baths, three kitchens, laundry, off street parking, walk to
campus.$1875-2100/mo. Adam
513.608.0887.
After-school childcare: Looking
for someone to watch our four
children weekday afternoons.
Three children go to Kilgour

Elementary (11 year old boy, 9 year
old boy, 5 year old girl) and one
goes to Walnut Hills High School
(14 year old boy). Responsibilities
include: picking up the three children from Kilgour daily, help get
them started on homework, help
them get snacks, and watch them
while they play. The children
are easy-going, very sweet (even
though all parents say that, they
really are) love to play outside,
and love sports. Also responsible
for picking up 14 year old from
Walnut Hills after school activities
and sometimes taking younger
children to after-school practices
or activities. Looking for someone who loves children, is responsible and dependable. Needs a car.
Hours: 3:30-6:30 weekdays. $12
an hour. Start February 3.
Please contact Laura Trujillo
Faherty at lauraktrujillo@gmail.
com or 602-290-6809.
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Staff Profile: Classics
Meet Classics professor Dr. Shannon LaFayette-Hogue
in
and

Classical
Aegean

Archaeology
Prehistory.

XN: How long have you been teaching at Xavier?
SH: This is my third year here.
XN: What do you enjoy most about
Cincinnati/Xavier?
SH: The community. Xavier is
a great of size school, so I can really get to know many of the students, staff and faculty.
It’s nice to see so many friendly faces on campus. I really enjoy the community aspect of
Cincinnati too, especially the character of all the different neighborhoods and the city festivals.
Newswire photo by David Maxwell

Hogue specializes in classic Latin culture.

By David Maxwell
Staff Writer

Latin may be considered a
dead language, but Dr. Shannon
LaFayette-Hogue finds plenty of
enjoyment in the language and the
culture that comes with it. The
Newswire had the opportunity to
sit down with this Classics professor to talk a little about her expertise and experiences.
Xavier Newswire: Where are you
originally from?
SH:Damascus,Md.
XN: What is your educational
background?
SH: B.A. - University of North
Carolina at Greensboro in Classical
Archaeology and Anthropology
M.A.
Tufts
University
in
Classical
Archaeology
Ph.D. - University of Cincinnati

XN: What classes do you teach at
Xavier?
SH: I teach elementary
Latin, ancient Greek history,
from Homer to Plato and from
Alexander to Cleopatra, Greek
archaeology, Roman archaeology, ancient Egyptian history and Near Eastern history.
XN: Have you ever had a chance
to visit areas where Latin was spoken?
SH: I have worked in Greece
and Cyprus many times on archaeological projects and had the
opportunity to visit Italy once.
XN: What were the most enjoyable
parts of those trips?
SH: While working in Greece,
I typically stay in a family-run hotel in a rural, southern town. Every
Sunday, the father, who runs the
hotel, bakes fresh bread in an outdoor stone oven and serves it with
local olive oil and eggs for breakfast. I also love spending a day at
the archaeological site, then head-

ing to the local taverna for dinner
by the sea.
In Italy, visiting the ancient
Roman forum and reading the
ancient inscriptions in person,
surrounded by the sounds of
modern Rome, was an amazing
experience. I also really enjoyed
visiting the Coliseum.
XN: What do you enjoy about
Latin?
SH: I enjoy the composition
of Latin; many ancient authors
were highly skilled at composing
persuasive and evocative literature
by manipulating the word choice
and overall composition. Latin
can be very terse and yet so expressive. The style and the content of the Latin language convey
so much about the culture of the
ancient Romans.
XN: Why is it important to study
the culture associated with Latin?
SH: Roman civilization and
the Latin language gave rise to
many aspects of Western civilization. I think that it is important to
recognize that we can understand
our own culture and world even
better by gaining an understanding and appreciation for the past.
XN: What do you enjoy doing in
your free time?
SH: Mostly I relax with my
husband, my friends and my greyhound in my free time. I love football and my hometown team, the
Washington Redskins, for better or
for worse. There are great restaurants in Cincinnati and I love good
food. I practice yoga, and when it’s
nice out I ride my bike, go camping and visit the Bourbon Trail.

- Paid Advertisement -

Xavier Newswire

Upcoming XU events
Athenaeum Kick-Off

The Athenaeum, Xavier University’s student-published literature
magazine, will kick off its 100th year of publication from 5-7 p.m. on
Thursday in the Kennedy Auditorium in Conaton Learning Commons.
Refreshments will be provided. Student submissions are due to the
Athenaeum by Feb. 16 and can be submitted on the Athenaeum
OrgSync page.

Xavier University Dance Marathon
The annual XU Dance Marathon will take place from 1-7 p.m. on
Saturday at the O’Connor Sports Center. In addition to dancing, the
marathon will include various activities, prizes and refreshments. Several
families from Cincinnati Children’s Hospital will be in attendance to
share stories. To register in advance for no charge, go to www.helpmakemiracles.
org/event/xavierdm/. Admission is $5 at the door. All proceeds benefit Cincinnati
Children’s Hospital.

Senior Winter Ball
The Senior Winter Ball will be held from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. on Friday,
Feb. 17 at the 20th Century Theatre in Oakley. Tickets are $5 and will
only be sold to current Xavier seniors with a valid All Card in advance.
They will be on sale in Gallagher Student Center the week of Feb. 13.
Appetizers and a cash bar are included. Attire is semi-formal. Limited
parking is available on-site but bus transportation will be provided. For
updates, visit the Xavier University Senior Class 2012 group on Facebook.

- Paid Advertisement -
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Coach Mack’s
Tweet of the
week

Head men’s basketball coach
Chris Mack is considered one
of the funniest tweeters in
college basketball.

@NewswireSports
picked their favorite for the
week.
@CoachChrisMack: Off plane
from DC. Feel like Doug
Heffernan as I pull into
White Castle. Regret comes
in 8 hours, not now...
Be sure to check out

@xaviernewswire
and

@NewswireSports
for all your latest
Xavier

news!

Sports

Dez Wells excels as freshman
By sabrina Brown

Asst. Sports Editor

The Xavier men’s and women’s
tennis teams had a rough weekend
in Ohio.
Both teams suffered defeats on
Saturday, dropping the men’s record to 1-4 on the season and the
women’s record to 2-2.
The men lost to Ball State
University 5-2 in Fairfield, Ohio.
The women hosted Indiana
University at the Western Racquet
Club but fell to the Hoosiers 7-0.
After picking up their first victory of the season in their previous match against Detroit, the
men’s team was unable to beat the
Cardinals of Ball State.
The Musketeers did capture
two singles victories from sophomores Jimmy Roebker and Mesa
Mei.
Roebker picked up a No. 1 singles win (6-2, 3-6, 6-1) while Mei
bested Ball State’s No. 2 player
(6-3, 6-2).
The Musketeers dropped all
three doubles matches, though
Roebker and Mei came close to
winning, losing 8-6 in the No. 1
doubles match.
“I’m happy for [Roebker] and
[Mei] but unfortunately their wins
only count for one point each,”
head coach Eric Toth said.
The women’s team, winners of
their past two matches, struggled
against Indiana.
Xavier dropped each of the

Newswire photos by Andrew Matsushita

Sports Editor

This season, Xavier men’s
basketball team has seen consistent starts by only one freshman:
Dezmine Wells.
Wells most frequently plays
at the three position for the
Musketeers, but as followers of
Xavier basketball know, you can
always expect the unexpected
from this rookie.
From the start of his season,
Wells has been stunning Xavier
Nation with his highlight-worthy
dunks, three-pointers and overall
athletic ability.
In his first regular season game,
Wells scored a highlight dunk that
made the SportsCenter Top 10
plays. He has been featured on Top
10 two other times this season.
“I’ve been dunking for so long
that it’s kind like second nature, so
whenever I get a chance to it’s just
kind of second nature to feed off
the crowd’s energy. I always want
to get them involved in the game,”
Wells said.
Though his transition to college
basketball appears to be seamless,
the freshman felt differently about
his first college game.
“The first game, the first ten
minutes I almost lost my breath,
I was gasping for air. Everything
was so intense, and my heart was
pounding. It was an adjustment,”
Wells said. “It hit me real fast,
and it took me the first half to get
used to, but by the second half I
was pretty cool; I was settled in.”
Not only is Wells the only fresh-

XU tennis drops two
By kyle isaacs

Xavier Newswire

doubles matches against the visiting Hoosiers.
In the No. 3 and No. 6 singles
matches, sophomores Andrea
Wolf and Allyson Westling each
picked up one set but fell short,
respectively.
Westling picked up the first set
but was unable to close, dropping
the last two sets.
“There was a step up in competition from the previous week but
I believe that we competed much
better this year than we did last
year against Indiana,” Toth said.
“Both teams are really competing well but we certainly need to
play a little better in the clutch,”
Toth said. “We are focused on
team victories so we have to have
a short memory and keep improving in practice.”
Both Xavier teams return to the
courts on Friday when they travel
to Cleveland to face Cleveland
State University.
Once they complete their
matches in Cleveland, they will
head over to Youngstown, Ohio
to face off against Youngstown
State.
Toth expects two evenly
played matches this Friday against
Cleveland State for both the men
and women.
“As is the case with every
match, whoever executes better
in crunch time will be victorious,”
Toth said.

man on an experienced Xavier
starting line-up, he also plays with
the nationally-renowned backcourt duo of senior point guard
Tu Holloway and redshirt junior
shooting guard
Mark Lyons.
Wells found
that he fit in
with the duo,
both on and off
the court.
“It
didn’t
take me long to
fit in with those
guys. They’re so
down to earth
and so cool.
They want to
see me do well
just like I want
to see them
do well,” Wells
said. “They help
me out a lot and
they’re good leaders. It feels good
to play in a game with two guys
that are as focused and competitive as they are.”

As a freshman that spent his
senior year of high school at an
all-boys military school, Wells sees
college as a welcome change.
“I love everything about college. I was
without
TV, basically without a social
life, for a
whole year
of my life.
Being at
Xavier, being at college, is a
lot of fun
for me,”
Wells said.
“I could
just sit in
my room
and watch
TV all day
and be satisfied with that. I get to
be around different kinds of people. It’s a different culture. I really
like it here.”

Favorite movie:
Transformers
Favorite books:
Frankenstein and
Dante’s Inferno
Favorite TV show:
The Game
Duke or North Carolina:
Duke
Favorite NBA players:
LeBron James and
Dwayne Wade

As most players do, the freshman has his own version of a pregame ritual.
“I try to make sure I talk to my
mom before every game. I listen
to music and I make sure I get
up shots before the game,” Wells
said.
Outside of basketball, the
freshman finds himself interested
in a wide variety of hobbies, including other sports.
“[My favorite other sport] used
to be football, but now it’s kind
of every sport. A couple of my
friends here play soccer, so I’m
getting into learning about soccer. I like soccer, football, stuff
like that, so it’s not really any one
sport,” Wells said.
Wells talents, however, do not
lie solely with sports. The freshman also has a hidden talent of
drawing, specifically letters and
names.
Only in his first season at
Xavier, Wells certainly seems to
be drawing up a basketball career
to watch.

Player Point Average

The Newswire Sports Staff graded Xavier’s men’s basketball team
primarily on the categories: swag, defense, free throws and offense

Tu Holloway
Mark Lyons
Dez Wells
Andre Walker
Kenny Frease

3.7
3.6
3.2
3.0
2.4

Best Subject: Swag and Free Throws
Needs Improvment: Defense

Best Subject: Free Throws
Needs Improvment: Defense

Best Subject: Swag and Offense
Needs Improvment: Experience

Best Subject: Defense
Needs Improvment:Free throws

Best Subject: Defense and Offense
Needs Improvment: Free throws

Off the Bench Honor Roll

Dee Davis
Defense

Jeff Robinson
Energy

Travis Taylor
Rebounding

Brad Redford
Offense

Justin Martin
Defense

Sports
Pole Vaulting: 90% looks and 10% ability
Xavier Newswire

The Xavier Newswire sits down with sophomore pole vaulter Craig Krcal
By Lauren Vaughan

That’s my goal.

The Xavier Newswire sat down
with sophomore pole vaulter
Craig Krcal.

XN: Do you plan to pole vault in
the Olympics in the future?
CK: That’s a dream, but I
don’t know. It depends on how I
develop over the next two and a
half years because there are a lot
of kids who are good and then
something just clicks and they become an Olympian. So, that’s the
goal but it’s kind of going to go
year by year.

Staff Writer

Xavier Newswire: When did you
start pole vaulting?
Craig Krcal: I started pole
vaulting when I was a freshman
in high school. One of my best
friend’s brothers was on the verge
of breaking our school’s record,
and he wanted me to try it out.
I cleared eight feet on my first
day, and I’ve been at it ever since.
I always say that pole vaulting is
90 percent looks and 10 percent
athletic ability. There’s a lot of ups
and downs, no pun intended, but,
especially when things are going
well, it’s my favorite thing. It’s kind
of what keeps me going through
school. There are a lot of rough
spots, but it’s definitely my favorite thing.
XN: What is the highest you’ve ever
pole vaulted?
CK: In meters, which is how
they measure it in college, it’s 4.5
meters which is more 14 feet. I’m
hoping to get to 15’9” this year.

XN: Do you have any idols from
your sport?
CK: Sergey Bubka [who broke
the men’s world record for pole
vaulting 35 times. He holds both
the current indoor and outdoor
pole vault records]. He’s someone that every vaulter looks up to
because he kind of changed the
whole sport. There’s [also] a guy
who went to my high school, Tim
Mack. He got really good at pole
vault at junior college, and then he
went to Tennessee where he won
the national title in college. He
went on to the Olympics and on
his last attempt in 2004, he broke
the Olympic record and won gold.
So, he’s been one of my idols.

XN: Do you have anything special
you do before a jump?
CK: The day of a meet I kind
of just treat it like any day, and then
when I get to the competition, it’s
usually a lot of music. I like to listen to inspirational speeches before I go, just to mellow me out,
calm me down and keep my mind
on what I have to do, but there’s
nothing I have to do. I usually tape
my wrists and wear a sweatband.
XN: Typically how many competitors are you up against?
CK: It depends. I’ve been at
meets where there are 12, and
that’s a really small meet but last
weekend I was competing with 26
kids and those competitions take
around two and a half hours. It
depends on the level of quality
vaulters, and it depends on where
we go and how many schools are
there.

Photo courtesy of Xavier Sports Information

Sophomore pole vaulter Craig Krcal
has pole vaulted up to 4.5 meters.

XN: Are you a sports fan?
CK: I’m from Cleveland, so
I’m an all around Cleveland fan.
Win or lose, usually lose, I’m a
die-hard Cleveland sports fan.

New assistant coach for Mixed week for women
Xavier men’s soccer team B L V
y

By Danny O’malley
Staff Writer

As the Xavier men’s soccer team
prepares for the upcoming season,
they will be complemented by the
addition of new assistant coach
Michael Biggs from the University
of Alabama Birmingham.
Biggs is replacing former assistant coach Alex Morawieki.
Biggs played four years for
UAB as a walk-on and became the
team captain. He played every position except goalie.
Biggs then became the assistant
coach at UAB for two years before
taking the job at Xavier.
His attitude conveys a true passion for the game of soccer.
“If I can make someone feel
what I feel for the game, I believe
I’ve given that player a genuine
opportunity to become a soccer
player, regardless of his skill level,” Biggs said.
Head coach Andy Fleming is
excited about coach Biggs joining
the team.
“[Biggs is] a younger guy with
an easy-going personality which
best complements the other members of our staff,” Fleming said.
In regards to his coaching style,
Biggs needs to work out with the
team before finding his niche.
His overall idea in regards to his
coaching style reflects his playing
style.
He explains that a main theme
in his coaching style is to focus on
improving players individually but
integrating their talents into the
team concept.
“I feel that I can achieve that
goal by always being positive, but
honest with the players in areas

auren

Staff Writer

Photo courtesy of Xavier Sports Information

The men’s soccer team hired Michael
Biggs as an assistant coach.

that they need to improve,” Biggs
said.
In addition to being positive,
he explains that he is excited to
grow and learn as a soccer player,
coach and person while working
with the team.
The Xavier men’s soccer team is
looking forward to Michael Biggs
influence this upcoming season.
Sabrina Brown, Editor
Phone: 745-3607
newswire-sports@xavier.edu

aughan

The women’s basketball team
fell to the University of Dayton
74-65 on Sunday at Cintas Center.
With the loss, Xavier falls to 5-16
on the season and 2-6 in Atlantic
10 play.
Junior Jessica Pachko was the
high scorer of the game, posting
19 points and securing eight rebounds. This marked the eighth
consecutive game Pachko scored
in double figures.
Sophomore Shatyra Hawkes
scored 12 points and recorded five
rebounds, while senior Tyeasha
Moss added 13 points and six
rebounds. Junior Amber Gray
scored 11 points and also had six
rebounds.
After a halftime score of 4326, Xavier was able to pull within
seven with just over a minute remaining in the game.
Dayton’s bench player Cassie
Sant led the team with 16 points,
and Justine Raterman and Andrea
Hoover tied Xavier’s Pachko with
eight rebounds apiece. Dayton improved to 15-5 on the season and
7-1 in A-10 play.
Prior to its loss to the Flyers,
the women’s basketball team beat
the visiting Saint Louis Billikens
67-57 last Wednesday at Cintas
Center.
Moss led the team with 23
points and scored her 1000th career point.
Moss finished the game shooting 62.5 percent from the field.
Overall, the team shot 51 percent
from the floor and 80 percent
from the free throw line. Saint
Louis shot just 40 percent from
the field and 36.4 percent from
the free throw line.

The game marked Pachko’s career-high of 21 points. Gray was
just shy of a double-double, with
nine points and nine rebounds.
The Musketeers scored the
most first-half point of the season
and held their largest halftime lead
with a score of 39-21. Their 56.7
shooting percentage was a seasonbest and they held Saint Louis to
just 29 percent. The Musketeers
held the Billikens to only 21 points
by the the end of the first half,
the lowest points allowed by the
Musketeers all season. Saint Louis
attempted a comeback during the
second half but were unable to
keep up with the Musketeers.
Saint Louis’ Desirae Ball and
Courtney Webb led their team
with 11 points apiece.
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Club Sports
Dance Team
For the nationally-ranked
Dance Team, success is a common thing.
The girls are preparing
to compete at the National
Dance Alliance’s National
Championship in Daytona
Beach, Fla. The competition is
held in May and brings in teams
from all across the country.

Club Frisbee
The Ultimate Frisbee team,
known as B.L.O.B., recently
travelled to Tuscaloosa, Ala.
for the T-Town Throwdown.
The team went 2-2 during the tournament after losing to the nationally-ranked
University of Central Florida
and defeating Kennesaw State.
With its season underway
the team will be busy competing throughout the rest of the
semester.

Club Hockey
The ice hockey team was
given a special treat recently
when they faced off against
Toledo.
The game was played outdoors just like the NHL’s
popular Winter Classic series.
Although the game finished
in a disappointing 7-2 loss, the
boys greatly enjoyed the opportunity to play a game of
hockey under the stars.

Club Fencing
Last weekend, the Fencing
team travelled to Cleveland
to compete at Case Western
University.
The men’s e-p-ee team
went 3-1 during the tournament with wins over Case
Western, Bowling Green and
Oakland.
Overall the team had a
good showing and is preparing for the Midwestern
Fencing Championships.

Running Club

Members of the Running
Club have always been “big
on the pig” and this year is no
different.
The annual Flying Pig
Marathon in May draws thousands of runners to Cincinnati,
and the Running Club is looking to have over 10 runners
compete in either the marathon or the half marathon.
Photo courtesy of Xavier Sports Information

Senior Tyesha Moss joined the 1000point club against Saint Louis.

Club Sports report by
Caleb Childers
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Weekly Poll
Should sustainability be a major Xavier initiative?

Meh
Nah

Yes
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— Letters to the editor —
Posers? Anything but.
The Feb. 1 Newswire thought it necessary to call out the “sustainable posers”
of the school as...bad, I guess. They
didn’t advocate that these bad sustainability people should work to actually
support the movement, the Newswire advocated that, because there are insincere
people in the group and that, because
sustainability efforts are only a “passing
trend,” the whole enterprise should be
abandoned.
I wonder, aren’t the real posers at
Xavier the ones that will, in the one
breath, preach the importance of Jesuit
values, and in the next dismiss a fistfight and a marginalized victim of rape
as a bout of bad PR? If the Newswire
has decided to get into the business of
name-calling, shouldn’t we start with
those people?
The thing about “sustainable posers” is that the image they put on is, at
least, a good thing. Yes, like any group
of people, there are people in the sustainability movement that don’t really
belong, but unlike, apparently, the editors at the Newswire, I’ve met enough
people at Xavier to know that those
sorts of people are the exception to the
rule.
Newswire — there are people here, a
lot of people, that care about sustainability. People that want to make the
world a better place — either for their

grandchildren or as a way to honor
God. Yes, there are hypocrites among
them — we’ve all gotten wrapped up in
things we don’t actually believe in — but
every CFL bulb and unused Styrofoam
box is a measurable piece of impact. A
poser’s recycling bin is just as good as a
“true believer’s” recycling bin. Instead
of looking to insult a vibrant community that’s doing actual good on campus
with nothing more than this asinine
“trendy is bad” logic, let’s fix the parking problem, explain why we think it’s
okay to beat people up (as long as it’s
in an arena) or figure out if our school
is going to continue to be a liberal arts
college.
— Chris Dobbs ‘12

Sustainability should be
a priority
Every student should leave our
institution understanding that sustainability has important implications for
public health, poverty, social justice
and the way we will be able to live in
the future. Unfortunately, I don’t have
space to go in depth with these issues
in this editorial, but I recommend The
Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan,
Lost Mountain by Eric Reece, Last Child
in the Woods by Richard Louv and Field
Notes From a Catastrophe by Elizabeth

Kolbert for interested parties.
I don’t have a problem with
sustainability as a trend as long as it
persists. People tend to be persuaded
by what others are doing because it
is easier than having to analyze the
moral and practical implications of
their actions. So making it “cool”
and “easy” to be good makes sense
to me. In light of issues discussed
in the literature mentioned above, as
long as people are making change,
does their personal motivation matter?
This may seem to contradict my point
that Xavier students should care about
sustainability, but I recognize that not
everyone can care about every issue.
I don’t have exact data on how
many Xavier students recycle, compost and ride bikes, but I know a lot
of people who do. Many students
have worked to make it easier for others to engage in those activities, even
if they don’t care about sustainability.
Through student efforts, Chartwells
now provides all re-usable to-go boxes
and is moving towards composting
food waste, which greens the behavior
of all who eat in the caf. Programs like
Recyclemania have increased recycling
by 25 percent. Finally, the new Bike
XU program is allowing students an
opportunity to easily access bikes.
— Laura Wallace ‘12

EDITORIAL
Why so silent?

Recently, the Archbishop of Cincinnati Fr. Dennis Schnurr has asked priests to read an open letter harshly condemning a move by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to force Catholic
hospitals, schools and institutions to provide services including sterilization and contraceptives.
This letter has been read at Bellarmine parish masses as well as at least one student mass, and has not
yet generated significant pushback from the Xavier community. We at the Newswire think this issue before
Catholics is precisely at the core of what a Catholic academic institution like Xavier University should rally
behind.
Our University has debates about petty fights at basketball games and what impact our cafeteria
to-go boxes have on the environment. And yet blatant attacks on the very principles the University is
founded upon (Catholic) yield little pushback and even less discussion. It sure seems like as a community we are having big discussions about small matters and little discussion on gigantic matters.
Regardless of how you feel about contraceptives or sterilization, certainly the Xavier community
does not believe that we should be forced to act in a manner that so drastically contradicts the very core
of our Catholic and Jesuit heritage. So why has the majority of the Xavier community remained silent?
If ever there were a time to speak up for what you believe, it’s now. So why so quiet?
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hen I found out
I got to write an
editorial, the first
thing I thought was, “What
pisses me off ?” Turns out,
the list goes on and on, but
none of the real hot-button
issues (soon to be pressed and
considerably cooled) made
me upset or inspired enough
to add something new to the
table. With that being said,
I now aim to highlight the
seldom complained about, yet
frequently “grievanced,” issues
that exist on Xavier’s campus. I
do not do this with the aim to
trivialize the more important
matters. Quite the opposite. I
hope to trivialize things that
we all complain about Way.
Too. Much. But before we get
underway, I offer these helpful
generalizations:

Before
we get
underway

Opinions&Editorials
1. Gay people deserve
rights. All of them.
2. Not all business majors are arrogant 1%-ers.
3. 1% jokes are still
totally relevant.
4. A Communication
degree is not the same as
an MRS.
5. Some pre-med kids
actually want to help
people.
6. Some pre-med kids
just want to make money.
7. The men’s basketball
team doesn’t suck right
now; its fans do.
8. For the most part,
SAC and senate are trying to do their best.
9. The Caf does have
good food. Shut your
mouth or fill it up.
10. Zip ‘em up does
not mean zip up the fly
on your pants so you’re
ready for the day.
11. And finally...Dear
Theater Kids, we don’t
have a BFA. Get over it.

Now that we’ve got that
business out of the way, we can
address the real issues:
Randy’s
A combo of Ryan’s Pub and
Andy’s Mediterranean Grill,
Randy’s has become a staple of
Xavier’s campus.
A staple like the
ones that you
use at home to
try and close a
wound but it just
keeps on bleeding. Insert money
for blood and
you understand
Andy’s. Now,
realize it’s all your
fault. Yes, it’s new
and yes, it doesn’t
serve all the
same food and
YES (the
one you
really care
about), it
doesn’t
take meal swipes.
Sorry, it just
doesn’t work cost-wise, (so I
assume) but that doesn’t change
the fact that Andy’s is a locallyowned small business with quality
products that can use our support

T

”

in its first year here. I hear the
reason Andy is there all the time
greeting people is because he
isn’t making enough to justify
hiring someone. I don’t care if
that’s true or not, the thought
alone is despicable. Embrace the
new. If we liked the old so much,
then I think it should be an all or
nothing. Hire back
all the staff that
worked at Xavier in
January. Everyone
in a residence hall,
find yourself a third
roommate. Looking
for a study space?
Search for no empty
chairs in Gallagher.
Want to go to college? Hope you have
a Y-chromosome.
The past is so yesterday, and if Hillary
Duff said it, you
know that it’s
time to move
on.

Conor
Gallagher
Copy Editor

In my best vision of Xavier as sity entails. Come to Xavier and
he
University
Mission Statement a religiously affiliated institution, find a religious tradition that takes
Task Force has re- I imagine a university in which seriously the possibility that reacently released its people of all faiths are welcome, son and faith can coexist and even
third draft of a proposed mission not simply because we value “in- speak to one another.
statement for Xavier University. clusivity” and “diversity” in the
The current draft of the misIf the end result is to be a mis- same generic sense as every other sion statement, to the contrary,
sion statement that may speak to mainstream institution of higher does nothing but attach the
Xavier’s core purpose and iden- learning but because our religious, “scary” word Catholic to an othtity for some years to come, then historically faith-based character erwise generic statement about
the Xavier community ought to actively encourages all members the value of diversity and open
look very closely and carefully at of the community to explore, inquiry.
the trajectory on which the Task deepen, develop and practice their
In doing so, it says nothing
own faith within their own tradi- about anyone of any other faith
Force is placing us.
My rewhatsoever. No
action to
one who does not
the conalready know
I regret to say that I am offended by the Xavier could
tinued revisions of
read
term “Jesuit Catholic” (comma omitted) possibly
the misthat
mission
in its suggestion that Catholicism comes in statement and
sion statement
is
gain any insight
different brands.
that
the
into Xavier’s atcommittee
tempts to forge
Fr. Joe Wagner, S.J. Associate Professor
is writing a
a vibrant comstatement that
munity in which
may ultimately
the diversity of
have the very opposite effect of tions. It seems to me that this can faith is actively promoted and not
what it intends. Perhaps para- be (and is) what Xavier at its best merely tolerated.
doxically, in its inability to con- is about in its own distinctive way.
The committee takes pains to
front directly the (first) religious Come to Xavier and know that explain its omission of a comma
and (second) Catholic identity of you will find support, encour- in its description of Xavier as a
the University and the place of agement and resources for the “Jesuit Catholic” university in the
religious faith on campus, it risks growth and practice of your faith opening words to a statement that
making Xavier appear exclusively and not merely “tolerance” by an might just as well appear on the
Catholic, such that those of oth- otherwise Catholic university in- websites of hundreds of other
er faiths not already familiar with terested primarily in conforming colleges and universities that are
Xavier would have no idea if they to the ever-changing social stan- neither Jesuit nor Catholic.
dards and norms for what divercould find a place here or not.
I regret to say that I am offend-

“
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The Randy’s
Coupon Guy at
the bottom of the GSC stairs
I’m all for Randy’s (see above)
but really guy? Stop wasting paper
and stop forcing your affordable
wrap into my hands. No thank
you, means no thank you!

ed by the term “Jesuit Catholic”
(comma omitted) in its suggestion
that Catholicism comes in different brands. Xavier University is a
Roman Catholic institution, and
the effort needed by the committee to explain its decision to force
an adjective into the role of an
adverb reflects the same contortions it is going through to
avoid admitting
that many on
the
committee and within
the University
community find
Xavier’s Roman
Catholic identity to be embarrassing, regrettable or perhaps
just a lingering
historical accident. At what
point will we
stop pretending that this
issue is going
to go away
without
confronting it in the “environment of
open and free inquiry” that we so
insistently say we value?
For all its claims to value open
inquiry, the committee itself appears to me to be showing only little integrity and even less courage

9

The Pool Kids
Where do they come from
and where do they go? What sort
of alien technology have they
acquired to make their music the
loudest and clearest out of any
playing in GSC? Do they ever go
to class? These burning questions
and more bounce around in my
head every time I attempt to “do
homework” by the Gallagher
fire. I recognize some faces and
believe there is some type of
system as to who can play pool
and when, most likely tournament style.The system is just like
Mortal Kombat—with less death.
Yeah, I said less. In any case,
these men and women have unparalleled skill in an activity that
holds no reasonable value. But
answer me this: how would you
feel if they were gone? Sure, the
first day it might be quieter, but
then you would miss their laughter, their revelry, their 3 a.m. joy
that makes your soul burn. You
know as well as I that they are
the happiest and most tight knit
group of friends on campus, and
you hate them for it. Either dust
your cue or find another building, friend. This clique is here to
stay, hopefully. It just wouldn’t be
Gallagher without them.

by failing to acknowledge and
discuss with the larger Xavier
community the discomfort and
tension faced by acknowledging
our Jesuit and Roman Catholic
identity and the uniquely situated possibilities for the spirited,
faith-supportive campus that its
instantiation at Xavier offers. In
doing so, the committee has produced
a mission statement
that can easily be
read to describe an
exclusively Catholic
environment, if only
because of the conspicuous absence of
the mention of any
other faith presence
at the University.
This is the crux of
the matter: Because
the committee will
not ascribe a role
to the Catholic
faith in Xavier’s
mission, it cannot
admit the presence of any
faith at all.
Until
the
committee and, indeed, the
larger Xavier community, can
freely and openly embrace the
University’s (Roman) Catholic
identity, it will never embrace
with integrity the religious pluralism it claims to value.

Fr. Joe
Wagner

S.J. Associate Professor
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Madonna: Super Bowl letdown?
BY Alex Jabre
Staff Writer

If you were ever hoping to see
a brightly colored, sexy version of
Gladiator, Sunday night was your
night.
Madonna headlined the halftime show for Super Bowl XLVI
and the whole experience could be
best described as someone gobbling down pieces of cake while
shoving ice cream down their
throat and snorting Twizzlers all at
once. It was loud, it was colorful, it
was bright, and it was overwhelming enough to make you sick. As
George Harrison once sang, “it’s
all too much.”
Madonna did look great,
though. Making superstar poses
like a dreamy teenage girl and lipsyncing to the extreme (why does
she need a microphone?), it’s kind
of interesting to see such a huge
cultural icon still running around
the stage in a pharaoh-like outfit
and thigh-high boots. She’s 53
years old. Think about that.
But the show itself was nothing
if not one huge ego extravaganza.
The roar of the crowd consistently cheered as Madonna made her
way through a medley of her most
popular hits: “Express Yourself,”
“Music,” “Vogue” and her new
single “Give Me All Your Luvin’.”
The gospel-like finale “Like a
Prayer” was easily the best moment of the night, and the image
of silhouettes walking towards a
glowing light was awe-inspiring.
Personally, I’ve never been a
huge fan of Madonna. Although I

did fall under the spell of her song
“Beautiful Stranger” at a young
age, I didn’t grow up listening to
her music and don’t find it incredibly appealing. Although the show’s
choreography was very impressive
and the visual effects were beautifully done, I particularly liked the
multiple Vogue magazines appearing around the stage and the football field as it folded up like a play
curtain. But I’ve always wondered
why the shows of pop superstars
always have to be so grotesquely
elaborate. Money, perhaps?
The cameos by artists M.I.A.,
LMFAO, Cee-Lo Green, and
Nicki Minaj for the most part
added nothing. LMFAO was embarrassing to watch and were
shameless to watch as they made
crude gestures while dressed up in
Roman costumes that would make
Elton John cringe. A crazed-looking Nicky Minaj sang frighteningly
fast, Cee-Lo Green looked like a
sparkly preacher and M.I.A. managed to haphazardly flip the bird
to the camera. I also didn’t care for
the lustrously dressed cheerleaders, golden pom-poms in hand,
chanting, “L-U-V, MADONNA!”
Come on, folks.
According to Entertainment
Weekly, the Parents Television
Council raised a major stink about
the performance and made a statement claiming, “The NFL lied...
Last week [they] told the PTC –
and the American public – that the
Super Bowl halftime show would
be ‘appropriate.’” But look at who
we’re talking about here. One of
M.I.A.’s songs features lyrics such

as: “All I wanna do is [gun shots]
and take your money!” Cee-Lo
Green’s most popular song is titled none other then “F--- You!”
As for LMFAO, well, their name
alone should be an indication
that they’re not a squeaky-clean
bunch. This was never going to
be a good, clean show.
In my eyes, the best Super
Bowl halftime show is one
with a great artist who draws
the least amount of attention
to themselves. Remember Paul
McCartney? The Who? Tom
Petty & the Heartbreakers? Their
sets probably cost less than half
of Madonna’s wardrobe, yet they
were infinitely better than she was.
I thought even The Black Eyed
Peas did a terrific job last year,
despite being heavily criticized for
their performance. These artists
didn’t need anything stylized or
ostentatious to help them; they’re
great enough to prove their abilities with their amazing music.
That’s all you really need.
I think it’s important not to
take these shows too seriously.
Ultimately, the halftime show is
just a 12-minute interlude before
the second half of the game. I
guess what I’m really trying to say
here is Madonna didn’t have to be
so over-the-top and beat us over
the head with her sheer vanity. It
just wasn’t necessary. Better luck
next year, I guess.
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XU Campus
Events
Battle of the Sexes
Up for a little competition? Head to Battle of
the Sexes XU style and compete in trivia and
events that are fun for all.
Feb. 10, Time & Location TBA

World Quest 2012
The international triva competition is coming to Xavier,
aimed at teaching the XU community about world
affairs through many types of questions including
those about geography, pop culture and current
events etc. Get your team of eight together and start
reading up on your history.
6 - 9 p.m., Feb. 10, Cintas Center

Cincinnati Winds Symphony
Orchestra Concert
Even if your thing isn’t classical music, do not miss
the chance to see some of the best orchestra
musicians in the country up close and
personal in concert.
7:30 - 9 p.m., Febuary 10, Bellermine Chapel

Newswire Rating:

-Paid Advertisement-
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An American’s Experience:

WWII and Winston Churchill Museum
BY Haley Seger
Staff Writer

LONDON, ENGlAND — I
knew that I would be having adventures while I was in London,
but the last place that I expected
to have an adventure was in a
museum.
On Saturday, I went to the
Imperial War Museum with a
group from my university. Winston
Churchill and World War II are a
little late for my historical interests, but I decided to go anyway.
The fact that tickets were pretty
cheap also helped.
The museum building was surprisingly interesting. It was built as
a bunker that was used by the government during the bombing of
London during 1940 and 1941.
Half of the museum is a tour
of the old bunker, leading you
through the war cabinet room,
the transatlantic call room, and
other secret areas of Britain’s
most important base during the
bombings.
The other half of the museum
is dedicated to Winston Churchill,
covering his entire life.
The Churchill exhibit is displayed in the middle of the bunker due to spacing issues.
I had just finished with
Churchill’s part of the museum

and was headed back to the tour
the rest of the bunker when a
voice came over the intercom system and stated calmly, “Ladies and
gentlemen, due to unforeseen circumstances,
please make
your way to
the
nearest
exit.”
There was a
moment
when
everyone in the
museum
stopped
and looked at each
other.
A
couple
of
people laughed a little bit, thinking that it was part of the exhibit. Then the voice repeated the
announcement.
Both because of the calmness of the voice over the intercom and the irony of the situation, everyone peacefully moved
towards the exits. Even though
the hallway through which I exited smelled like smoke, no one
started to worry. Who would have
thought that something could go
wrong in a bunker that protected
the most important people in the
British government during World
War II?
As soon as I exited the building
and joined the rest of my group,
the museum employees insisted
that we move across the street.
Jokes were made about explod-

London study abroad students. From left to right: Juniors Teale Eschliman, Chelsea Russel,
Susan Bergreen, Haley Seger and Rayann Houghlin.

ing windows and some kind of
terrorist threat, but the chances
of someone wanting to blow up
a museum when the Parliament
buildings are only two blocks away
seemed rather unlikely.
The museum employees didn’t
seem to know what was going on

either, but they were happy to sign
our ticket to confirm that we had
been evacuated and could return
at a later time if we wished. Just
before we left, a fire truck pulled
up in front of the building, giving
us a good photo opportunity.
I still don’t know what hap-

Photos courtesy of Haley Seger

pened. A couple of people suggested that it might have been a
gas leak.
Whatever the cause, being
able to say I was evacuated from
a World War II bunker always
makes for a good story.

Top 10 Super Bowl commericals Radio: media of the past?
BY John Reese
Staff Writer

Super Bowl Sunday is one of
the biggest events of the year. It
is so popular that it can be called a
de facto holiday.
Every first Sunday in February,
millions of Americans gather
around the television to see the
best of best in the NFL duke it
out for the coveted Super Bowl
Ring.
However, one of the biggest reasons people tune into the
game is to see the commercials. A
30 second ad spot can cost $3.5
million, so the companies try to
put on their best show. However,
it was a pretty mediocre year for
commercials, but it doesn’t mean
that we still can’t rank them.
Here is my opinion on the best
and worst ads of this past Super
Bowl.
The Best

1

It’s Halftime in America
(Chrysler) – You can talk
about all of the political subtext
in this ad, but the main idea Clint
Eastwood was trying to imply was
to inspire people to pull together
and act as one to bring this country out of hard times.
Matthew’s Day Off
(Honda) – Ferris Bueller is
back. Well not really, but this is
the closest thing we’ll ever get to
a Ferris Bueller sequel. Matthew
Broderick plays himself as he

2

plays sick in order to get a day off
of an awful movie that he’s shooting. Despite only being two minutes they are able to cram numerous references to the movie into
this commercial.

3

Vampire Party (Audi) – The
ad demonstrates the power
of the new AUDI s7 Equipped
with LED technology. This would
have been a perfect way to end
“Twilight”.

4

Transaction
(Acura)
–
Despite Jerry Seinfeld owning almost 50 cars, he still wants
to be the first one to own a new
Acura NSX.

5

The Avengers – The Avengers
is one of the most anticipated movies of the summer, so
why not show us some more footage. In the 30 second ad we see all
the superheroes in action.

3

Free to Pee (TaxAct) – What
does a kid peeing in a pool
have to do with free IRS tax
returns?

4

Man’s Best Friend
(Doritos) – I know this is
just a commercial, but I did not
find this funny at all. The ad is
about a man who observes his dog
covering up the crime of murdering a cat. Then the dog bribes the
man with a bag of Doritos to keep
it a secret. I guess it’s supposed to
be funny because it involves cats
and dogs, but still…

5

Will Arnett 		
(Hulu Plus) – I like Will
Arnett, but it seems like he’ll do
anything these days. This includes
starring in unfunny commercials.
Honorable Mentions

1

Milwaukee Best Beer – Will Ferrell
starred in a short, but funny ad for
Old Milwaukee Beer. If you don’t
remember seeing it, there’s a good
reason. For some reason the ad
was only shown in the state of
Nebraska.

2

Budweiser flash-mobs rec-league
hockey team – This was a touching commercial as it shows a flash
mob rooting for a random recreational hockey team. Too bad it
was only shown in Canada.

The Worst
Star Wars Episode I: The
Phantom Menace in 3D – The
Phantom Menace is probably one
the biggest movie disappointments of all time. Plus showing it
in 3-D won’t make it any better.
Pepsi’s King’s Court (Pepsi)
– The commercial just fell
flat and the appearance by a certain rap star at the end didn’t help
matters either.

Consider
the invention of television and
the internet.
With these
two forms
of
media
dominating
the output
of news toPatrick day, I somewonClark times
der
how
A&E Editor
radio still
exists and why people bother listening to it anymore.
Even CDs are out of date with
the wave of iPods and MP3 players that have hit the market. Why
bother taking a chance on what
you’ll hear on a music station
when you can just plug in and listen to exactly what you want to at
that moment?
There is the obvious convenience that radio offers. While
driving one can hear the morning traffic report and weather
forecast as well as local news.
However, this information can be
heard in a matter of minutes, and,
in many small towns, significantly
less time. Therefore, there must
be a reason that people don’t turn
off the station and return to their
CDs. A deeper, and more human
reason, I believe, exists.
All humans exhibit certain
traits that we sometimes forget
are integral in our lives. Our sense
of curiosity is one very important

trait. This is the inner drive for
simple understanding of world
we live in and ourselves. The same
nature that drives explorers to
the most desolate deserts, highest
peaks and deepest oceans.
When one turns the dial, we
are never quite sure what we are
going to hear. There is the potential that we may know the genre or
style that will be playing but never
the song. I propose that there is
some excitement in uncertainty
when so many things are determined for us on a day to day basis.
Variety is never a bad thing.
Talk radio can really be a hit or
miss deal. Stations like NPR offer
an interesting alternative to typical
stations. Not only do they present
in-depth news coverage, but also
stories that relate to the human
experience and speak volumes to
many people. They discuss a range
of issues topics from autism to
physics to politics.
Radio also works the imagination in the way books do but TV
does not. Radio becomes more
real to us because we get to put
our own faces with the speakers
and can often put ourselves into
the context of the story.
No, radio is not dying. It is, I
believe, here to stay. At least, that
is, until we become entirely uninterested in the world around us
and our sense of curiosity vanishes entirely.
Patrick Clark, A & E Editor
Phone: (937) 621-2674
Newswire-Diversions@xavier.edu
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A Day In The Life
Junior Kevin Tighe shadows Father Graham for a day

By Kevin Tighe
Staff Writer

So I know we’ve all asked
the question: What would
it be like to run this place,
to be the one steering the
wheel of Xavier University?
My question is, when you think
of running the show, do you
sometimes shrug and say, “Eh,
I could do it...”
So, being the curious, I-wantanswers-and-I-want-them-now
kind of guy that I am, I e-mailed
the main man himself to see if
he’d let me be his shadow for a
day.
To my surprise, Fr. Michael
Graham, S.J., President of
Xavier University, said yes. We
found Thursday, Jan. 26 to be
the day that worked best for
both of us.
To be short, it was one exhaustingly long day. Allow me to
outline it for you:
8:30 a.m. – Walked to campus,
coffee in hand, looking dapper
and dreading the rain that was
soaking my umbrella-less body.
Already off to a great start.
8:46 a.m. – I showed up a
minute late to Fr. Graham’s second floor Schmidt Hall office,
soaked. His office’s administrative secretary, Mrs. Jackie Vezina,
greeted me with a half-smile.
She was already hard at work,
filing some papers. Mrs. Mary
Lang, who I would soon realize
to be Fr. Graham’s go-to person, then entered from the left
with a smile, took my coat and
offered to freshen up my coffee.
I sat down, nervous and overwhelmed by all the motion that
already occupied Fr. Graham’s
large, well-furnished office.
8:50 a.m. – Fr. Graham greeted me with a large smile and a
strong handshake. “I have to admit, I’m excited for today,” Fr.
Graham said as he sat in a handmade rocking chair at a glass
table. “Please, put your stuff in
the corner.”

8:52 a.m. – We discussed Fr.
Graham’s morning routine: 5:10
a.m. alarm, hit the snooze button
twice; 5:30 a.m. get out of bed,
make bed, pray and eat breakfast; 6:30 a.m. respond to previous night’s e-mail; 7:00 a.m. go
to gym, work on cardio and abs,
then shower; 8:30 a.m. get to office and begin day of work.
9:00 a.m. – We waited in the
hallway for a Life & Leadership
divisional meeting with Dr. Scott
Chadwick, Provost and Chief
Academic Officer, and Dave
Johnson, Interim Associate
Provost for Life & Leadership.
We talked about lasagna.
9:15 a.m. – I sat in the back of
the Conaton Board Room as Fr.
Graham gave what you could call
a “State of the University” address to the division and fielded
questions about the Crosstown
Shootout and the Federal
Investigation gracefully—and I
mean gracefully.
10:00 a.m. – We rushed out
of the Conotan Board Room
and back into his larger office, this time to the office of
Dr. John Kucia, Administrative
Vice President. We met with
Mrs. Deb Del Valle and Doug
Ruschman from University
Communications to discuss a
PowerPoint on the University
that Fr. Graham would give to
the Board of Trustees the following week.
10:15 a.m. – Mrs. Lang intercepted Fr. Graham as we were
walking to his office. They discussed three Board of Trustees
issues while standing there. I

couldn’t understand how he reacted to those so quickly and determinedly with decisions.
10:30 a.m. – We sat down in
his office—Fr. Graham was at his
computer behind a large wooden
desk and I sat at a couch, roughly
10 feet away from one another. It
was time for an “e-mail sweep”
as Mrs. Lang brought in folders
of work for Fr. Graham to get
done for the day.
11:00 a.m. – We ended the
e-mail sweep—he read and responded to twenty-some e-mails;
I responded to roughly ten. He
won that one. We then went into
a blocked off time for conversa-
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of the Strive Partnership, a nonprofit dedicated to improving
every facet of education in our
region and nation of which Fr.
Graham is an executive board
member. Fr. Graham explained
he is on that board because,
“as goes the region, so goes
Xavier.”
12:30 p.m. – Lunch. We got
Panera Bread Co., which was
part of the Life & Leadership
divisional meeting. While eating
in his office, we discussed how
we’re both left-handed. We joked
that we are, therefore, more creative than the majority of righthanded individuals.

Father Graham replied in an
oddly casual voice for such
an elegant response, “There’s
a kind of perpetual intensity
that you have to operate.”
tion. We discussed his day-to-day.
His computer and a Blackberry
phone allowed him to stay on top
of e-mails. (For travel, he takes
his iPad to do business and his
Kindle Fire holds personal reading items). He yelled, “Mary!” to
get the assistance of Mrs. Lang.
I, then, asked him how he is able
to do what he does everyday.
Fr. Graham replied in an oddly
causal voice for such an elegant
response, “There’s a kind of perpetual intensity that you have to
operate.”
11:30 a.m. – We received a
scheduled call from the Director

1:00 p.m. – Fr. Graham had a
meeting with Johnson. I had to
step out because it was confidential. The office was still busy.
2:00 p.m. – Fr. Graham
called me back into his office.
He phoned a Board of Trustees
member to discuss the next
week’s meeting agenda. The
conversation was unexpectedly
funny and light-hearted.
2:45 p.m. – We packed up, Fr.
Graham changed into his whitecollar priest attire and we drove

to the United Way Center in Fr.
Graham’s hybrid SUV. We talked
about the city of Cincinnati and
how Fr. Graham really wants to
see it revive economically.
3:00 p.m. – We entered
the United Way Center for a
CincinnatiUSA conference revolving around ways to revive
Cincinnati and make it a more
vibrant city. At the conference,
Fr. Graham jovially greeted individuals from P&G, Macy’s,
Kroger, PNC and many more of
Cincinnati’s top businesses. Fr.
Graham introduced me to the
members at our table.
5:35 p.m. – Fr. Graham
dropped me off at Gallagher
Student Center. He was headed
to dinner with a friend, then
off to Washington, D.C. for a
Jesuit Universities Conference. I
thanked him for the opportunity
to shadow him for the day and
apologized if my presence ever
bothered him. He smiled, shook
my hand and replied, “No,
Kevin. Thank you.”
Moral of the story: that dude
is busy. There’s a reason Fr.
Graham is the president of our
University and not some Joe
Shmo. The magnitude of the
things he did in one day is more
than what Joe Shmo could accomplish in a week. However,
the thing is that Fr. Graham
would be the first one to tell you
is that it’s due to the support he
receives from his office—credit
which they fully deserve (I swear
I heard him chirp, “Mary!” at
least 10 times during the day).
But, as he said, he definitely operates at a level of “perpetual
intensity”.
So, what did I get from following around the president of
Xavier University? All I can say
is that a day in the life of Fr.
Graham opened my eyes to what
it takes to be the head honcho of
Xavier and made me appreciate
the work he does more than I
had before. It definitely made me
want to check myself whenever I
claim I’m busy, that’s for sure.
Rachael Harris, Features Editor
Phone: (513) 348-4992
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Father Graham reinacts various
emotions that he may experience
throughout a typical day of work.

